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I t is the season to be jolly, especially after the year we’ve enjoyed together here at Bristol 

Motor Club. Yes folks we’ve done it again, all events done and dusted, we even picked up 

an award. 

 

The Hillclimb and Sprint Association (HSA) recently awarded our jointly organised with 

Bristol Pegasus Llandow sprint in May their Russ Ward Trophy for the Best Organised round 

of 2018. Praise indeed (more on page 11). 

 

Working together we also ran two ‘FABULOUS’ sprints at Combe, two ‘STUNNING’ 

AutoSOLO’s at Westonzoyland and two ‘CHALLENGING’ trials, one Sporting (Fedden) and 

one Classic (Allen). We even squeezed in two ‘TESTING’ NavScatters, an ’OUTSTANDING’ 

Hillclimb at Wiscombe and a ‘FUN PACKED’ Trackday at Llandow. 

 

On top of that we supported the South Glos Show in August and raised £545.00 for the 

Stroke Association at their Supercar Saturday event in October. Not forgetting our slightly 

damp Family Sports Car Day at Combe in July as well. Needless to say there are plans to re-

vamp the same event next year. 

 

We also managed between us twelve Club Nights that included an Awards Ceremony, Quiz 

Night, Pop-Up Car Show, BBQ, Table Top Navscatter, recent General Meeting & Xmas 

Buffet and earlier Annual General Meeting in May, plus of course plenty of car blah, blah in 

between. I shouldn’t also forget our popular Vincenzo and Sons MX5 Championship which 

now even boasts its own website: https://www.mx5challenge.co.uk/ 

 

Have a fantastic family Xmas and New Year celebration, after all you deserve the break.  

 

In the magazine this month reports from Rockingham and the Allen Classic Trial,  views on 

cars from different eras and the engines that power them, HSA Awards, Supercar Saturday 

and our 2019 Events Calendar. 

Chairman’s Chat 

 

Matt 
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Manor Farm Hill Climb  - Incredibly a gas leak stopped play. 

Mike Smith driving the Allen for the first time 

The Allen Trial enjoying some Girl Power (Both Pictures: Calvin Samuel) 
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Anti-Clockwise for a change 

 I t all started when I said to Dad that we didn’t have much in the way of motorsport for 

August. Last year we did Crystal Palace, but this is now moving back to its regular date in 

May.   A quick look at the MSA fixtures webpage revealed there was a MAC ‘double-header’ 

consisting of Blyton and Rockingham.  Initially we thought about doing both, but settled on 

just Rockingham (a round of the British Sprint Championship) to avoid a lengthy trek around 

the country. 

 

Not having been to Rockingham before, the various circuits are a bit confusingly named (not 

helped by the Regs being wrong!), but we thought the event was to use the banked 

oval.  When the Final Instructions were issued, it clarified that we were using the National 

circuit, something that was a bit of a disappointment. 

 

We set off for Rockingham on Saturday afternoon.  This presented the first challenge as the 

A46 was blocked at Petty France due to a serious accident.  The result was that Dad had to 

reverse the trailer for about a mile to get to a place where we could turn around and then 

find an alternative route through Badminton, which was rather chaotic due to some ‘tough-

mudder’ race, which apparently is a bit like a Classic Trial, but without an engine..!?  

 

We eventually arrived at the circuit rather later than anticipated, equipped with pushbikes to 

cycle round.  It was quickly apparent that the National circuit was actually really good, with 

fast and flowing corners. This was probably the more dangerous bit of the weekend, with 

Dad riding a bike (not something he does very often!) whilst reading circuit notes and trying 

not to fall off or crash into me!  It was also on Saturday evening that we heard the news that 

Rockingham had been sold and motorsport at the circuit would cease at the end of 

2018.  This is something that has been on the cards for a while with the business in admin-

istration and rumoured to be £40m in debt. 

 

First practice on Sunday revealed that our initial conclusion on the circuit was correct, it is 

very fast.  Apart for one second gear corner (possibly two if you were doing the full circuit) 

the rest is well up in third and fourth.  After a fairly tentative first run, the times were all 

pretty close, however after that Dad gradually eased out a bit of a gap, with me in sec-

ond.  That’s how we finished the day with a Tooth family one two, with Dad pleased as he 

hadn’t driven the Elise competitively for nearly a year and myself happy having managed to 

pip Mike Henney’s rapid Elan into second after the three timed runs. 

 

As we still hadn’t tried the banking and now knowing we didn’t have much time left to do so 

we decided to enter the BARC event in October. It’s fair to say that a track day would be 

required to get used to it – a couple of convoy runs and four event runs is nowhere near 

enough, it’s quite daunting.  Some of the similar spec Elise’s running in the Lotus on Track 
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Claire 

championship were taking it flat, so whilst our car would doubtless do it, neither Dad or I 

had the bottle to try; definitely something to build up to!  This is easily the fastest I have ever 

driven, with speeds over 120mph as you brake for hairpin coming off the banking.   

 

BARC deserve credit for their slick organisation.  The convoy runs commenced at 0930, with 

practice at 1000.  The event was wrapped up at 1430 with an hour for lunch!  With the 

BARC awards that evening the decision was taken not to offer a third run, which meant we 

were home, with everything put away by 6.00pm!  

 

The result was that I finished the Speed season with my worst result of the year.  However, I 

can’t really complain as I have had a good year with a few first and second places in both the 

Elise and Katie (my Mini).  And both cars also survived, with only the Elise’s clutch issues at 

Castle Combe (resulting in no gears on my first timed run!) by way of problems. 

 

Having discovered Rockingham 17 years too late, it’s a real shame that it is coming to an 

end.  It is easy to see it’s a bit of a Marmite track being a bit soulless, but it is certainly fun 

and fast.  It struck me that there seemed to be so much going on there it is hard to imagine 

how it is such a financial disaster, but reading some of the history, the failure to bring US 

style oval racing and the large crowds to the venue certainly contributed to its downfall.  Dad 

and I enjoyed both events there in different ways and if Rockingham is not resurrected in the 

future at least I can say I have been there and done it . 

Claire experiences Rockingham before it’s too late. 
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Cars, just a matter of taste really 

I  imagine that many members of Bristol Motor Club share their passion for motoring with 

family and friends. By contrast, it is usually a very personal and individual decision as to the 

specific choice of hobby car. As we enter the season where family get-togethers become 

ubiquitous I figured it would be fitting to write a slightly tongue in cheek article about the 

formation of opinions of the beloved car, and sometimes, how this can lead to the jovial clash 

of opinions that is endemic to Christmas.  

For fun I present a theory to explain these differences: I propose that by and large the clash-

es are a product of differing eras, or in other words, ages of the parties involved. In a way I’m 

the perfect person to explore this idea because in my nuclear family of car lovers I fall some-

where in-between my retired father and my just out of teen-hood younger brother. This 

rather unusual age-gap means that car-based opinions over the dinner table are usually juxta-

posed, flitting between near-agreement and all-out war.  

To get the gist of what I mean let me begin by examining Cross senior’s car portfolio and the 

opinions of his son’s cars that follow. His first car was a Mini that had “a few racing bits on 

it”. Later in 1960s, he graduated into vintage Jaguars, Bentleys and many other motors. 

Worlds away from this, as a very young boy I recall hammering up the carriageways in a 

bright white Astra GTE, with its bamboozling digital dash and “funny” decals to match.  

Lets stick with the Mini for now. Minis seem to be something that many people love. They 

were inherently a cheap run around but given it’s iconic status and recognition, they are a bit 

more than that. I’ve driven one and thought it was fun. I can see why people like them. But I 

can see why some don’t. I must confess, while they hold a special place in Dad’s heart, I con-

sider them rather antiquated on the 21st century roads. They are also rather rust prone, 

which is something of an alien concept in the modern era. Also, as obvious as it is to say, 

they are small. Really small compared to more modern equivalents. 

When I was of an equivalent age to Dad during his Mini era, I brought a 205 GTi, a car one 

could argue also has iconic status as one of the first “hot hatches”. Now being a cheap run 

around car that was made peppy post-facto, and being that is it also very small, mechanically 

simple, and slightly flaky like the Mini’s of old, you would think Dad might like it.  

This is perhaps the first major “Cross-words” that Dad and I had about cars. He hates them. 

When I turned up about 15 years ago in my newly acquired “H” plate 205 Gti, “A load of 

rubbish” was the reception it got and I’ve never quite got to the bottom of why. This trend 

didn't improve as I moved to more modern cars of a similar ilk, such as my Civic Type R. On 

one trip to the Chinese shop I almost made him get out of my “too revvy” Honda Civic Type 

R and walk home, though to me this feels a little deja vu of the Astra GTE days. Except we 
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had changed seats. 

What’s going on here then? I think this is a prime example of the era-factor I mentioned 

above. Dads opinion is to do with perspective rather than the 205 or civic actually being bad 

cars. If it is true that the sort of cars a person tends to like and dislike are influenced in quite 

a major way by their date of birth then it is natural that Dad would like the mini (1950s in 

origin) and not the three decades on 205. Perhaps as a more veteran driver he has also lost 

the taste for scooting along dual carriageways. 

What of the opinions of the youngster, new Bristol Motor Club member StJohn [Singeon] 

Cross? Being born in 1996 he naturally looks to more modern machinery than my 205 and 

Dad’s Mini. He also doesn’t like Dad’s latest sacred cow, the 1956 coach-build Bentley Sa-

loon. I guess when you are new to driving and looking for speed thrills, cars that look more 

like carriages just don’t cut the mustard. Stjohn owns a 125BHP Ford Puma “Thunder” which 

I Autosolo’ed with him in Westonzoyland a month or so back. I admit that his car is fun, 

cheap to buy and run and with its big wheels and loud revvy Yamaha-built engine it is surely 

the 205 GTi of the 90s (well, sort of).  

Did it get a good reception from me? Actually, I quite like the Puma. But, I still have to give 

myself a shake every so often as I start making claims like: “the 205 had better handling than 

this”. If I’m honest it also took a while to shake off the “it’s a 90s car” way of thinking. People 

of my age seem to talk far more about 80s cars such as the Renault 5 and Escort RS turbo, 

than the 90s Citroen Saxo, Peugeot 106s and Pumas of the world.  

What about Dad and the Puma? One bang on the head from the door frame and the car will 

forever be “horrible”. At this point you might be thinking: surely everyone likes car X, Y and 

Z? The opinion of these vehicles are not influenced by age you might protest. Very true there 

are cars that break my little theory, or rather, there are cars that all three of us actually like. 

But think on this: what are the individuals opinions behind them? Do we like these cars for 

the same reasons?  

Lets look at an example. In the 1980s—when I was starting school and Stjohn was yet to be 

even imagined—Dad owned a series of very tasty cars. A memory that sticks out in my mind 

is the Aston Martin V8, with it’s dazzling chrome and rumbling powerful engine. This was 

literally a Bond car, and I still very much like them. In my mind this is perhaps for nostalgic 

reasons. After all, I have never actually driven one. StJohn I guess just likes the fact it is a bit 

different.  

Dad during the Aston period sort of feels like me a few years back. At the age of 30 I had 

well and truly got the power saloon bug and forked out for a—what was then very sensibly 

priced—E36 BMW M3. In may ways this is a similar car to the big Aston; both have large 

powerful engines making over 300BHP and are intended to be comfortable leather-clad cruis-
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ers. Cross senior loved the M3. He liked the smooth power and was generally very comple-

mentary about the quality and ride. I think he likes the fact that it is an emulation of the As-

ton formula but that it was different enough to not be an all out impersonation. Disregarding 

material value I bet you he still would prefer a 70s Aston to a 90s M3. Note that my underly-

ing opinion of the M3 is very different to his; I just liked the car because it was fast, and at 

that age that was all I cared about. 

So where does all this anecdotal story telling leave us? Well, it seems to me that people do 

tend to like the cars that were “about” when they were younger. Some motoring journalists 

claim that this is why certain cars become valuable after a pre-set amount of time; the so-

called 25 year rule. This is chiefly because it takes 25 years for a youngster to get into a posi-

tion where he or she can buy the car yearned for. Age is therefore reflective of both the cars 

we choose to own and those we dream about owning.  

Dad, by buying a 1950s Bentley is perhaps harking back to the familiar feeling machines of his 

youth. Anything radically unfamiliar or that might be considered in some ways a “younger” 

imitation of something he had previously, is where the jokes begin to brew. Stjohn is after 

speed thrills and likes modern but affordable machines.  

This also means cars that were around when he was young. I bet you he will always love 

Ford Pumas in the same way Dad does Minis and I 205 GTi’s. I must confess that I too fit the 

bill. I still hold machines from the 1980s era with admiration. This is not to say I don’t like 

older or newer machines but I can’t help but look at things like Audi Quattros with a slight 

smirk. 

I suppose a key question is how set in stone are our car opinions? Do they change as we 

experience new things or are we all doomed to stick with the vehicles of yesteryear? I think 

we all change, but to varying degrees. We humans are rather malleable creatures after all and 

it only really takes a little nudge to change a point of view. I’m sure that there are a lot of 

impressionable youngsters with Grandfathers who own 1930s motorcars, thus the next gen-

eration of pre-war car enthusiasts is born. Likewise I know of many older chaps who like 

what could be considered boy-racer cars. 

I leave you with one last story. Despite the “Chinese shop incident” old Crossie did eventual-

ly change his view of the Civic Type R. I eventually left it in his care for a time and miracu-

lously he actually started to bond with it. He even cleaned it for me. Intrigue was sowed and 

after a few spirited drives the alien 9000 rpm engine was suddenly the bees knees. He even 

went out and brought a Honda Jazz with a Vtec engine when I eventually sold my Civic. Per-

haps when you consider this article further, age stands for very little. Perhaps it is, as they 

say, all just gravy.  

Will 
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Llandow - HSA Best Organised Event  

O n Sunday 25 November Zoë Tooth attended the Hillclimb & Sprint Association (HSA) 

annual awards ceremony held at the Prescott Hillclimb Clubhouse. Whilst present she 

and Nick Wood jointly received on behalf of Bristol Motor Club and Bristol Pegasus respec-

tively the Russ Ward Trophy for the Best Organised round of 2018. Other BMC members 

to receive HSA awards were Fyrth Crosse, Rob Thomson, Steve Broughton and Mike Smith. 

Collecting the award 

Group Photo with Dave Richards 
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2018 Allen Classic Trial 

P reparations for the Allen start way back in May when the route is sent in for approval. 

Regs are sent out in mid October and Mark then starts to personally contact marshals. 

By early November the entry is filling up and most hills have marshals.  A fortnight before the 

route is driving again to check the route card and state of the sections. The Saturday before 

the kits is sorted for each hill and the entry closed and entry list produced. During the week 

before kit is distributed to the chief officials and final instructions to competitors, as well as 

lots of paper work. On Saturday the boys set off early to mark out the sections and do any 

final trimming. This year it went well and they were able to enjoy a cream tea at the top of 

John Walker. 

Sunday dawned dry but very cold as competitors ar-

rived at the trailer field for scrutineering before driving 

down the hill to the Start.  Once again the Bull was a 

hive of activity and the start team of Paul, Mark B and 

Mervyn did a grand job marshalling the cars in the lim-

ited space. There were plenty of bacon and sausage 

baps and coffee and tea on tap to keep all happy as 

they chatted inside or outside whilst waiting for their 

start time. 

The classic early Hills provided a gentle start but the 

restart on Bitton Lane once again caught out a few. 

Guy’s Hill however began to sort out the classes with 

a few more cleaning the restart than last year, some 

burning off, whilst others took the slower gentler ap-

proach. Traver’s rocky track with separate restarts for 

yellow and red had to have some serious repair work to fill a major hole caused by torrential 

surface runoff early in November as well as the usual trimming and tree clearing.  

Car 7 Dave Greenslade in his Marlin unfortunately broke and jammed his axle, making recov-

ery very tricky and inevitably rather slow, many thanks to the Travers team for successfully 

clearing the car. To catch up some time, the yellow restart was cancelled. The trial continued 

to the misnamed Ubley Wood on the cold exposed hillside. Ubley 1 with its high restart for 

Class 8 caught out a quarter of the field mainly on the restart. Ubley Observed Test was a 

gentle .downhill drive. The fastest time was Emma Wall (Austin 7) in 6 seconds.  

Malt and Salt did well at Chew Valley as many competitors and marshals took advantage and 

enjoyed the fish and chips. Competitors were allowed to catch up time by heading on to 

Burledge, a long climb with a high restart for Specials and a much lower restart for the rest. 

Mal Allen wins the Allen (Picture: Calvin Samuel)
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Fry’s Bottom was next and the wooded sections proved popular and once again ran efficient-

ly although the hills could do with a little more challenge. The Observed Test which involved 

a reverse had a wide range of times but fastest were Mal Allen (Marlin), Dean Parington 

(Wasp) and Ryan Eamer (Cannon) all on 12.1 seconds. 

The trial then headed back through the outskirts of Bath to the infamous John Walker which 

was under the control of Chairman Matt. A good blast to end the day but not to be taken 

too lightly as some found out. It once again went well and having two on the hill thanks to 

experienced marshals who had travelled down from Derby meant that there was no real 

queue when the last competitor arrived. Once again the floodlights were not needed as the 

final cars climbed the section as the light faded. Those 

who followed the route card to get back to the finish 

arrived well ahead of those who stayed on the A46 and 

got held up in traffic heading towards the motorway. 

BMC had five teams in the trial who finished with a 

varying degree of success: 

 Ryan Eamer and Claire Tooth in the Cannon on 

a score of one came third in the Specials Class and 

won Best Bristol.  

 Justin Sims and Keith Sanders in their MX5 also 

nearly went clean thanks in part to their new Kingpin 

tyres.  

 Mike Smith in his Toyota MR2 on his first Allen 

was also pleased with how his new tyres worked.  

 Paul Bracey and Dave German in their Suzuki X90 got up more hills than last time. 

 Dave Greenslade and Paul Sunshine in the blue Marlin made it to Travers and then 

broke the axle. At least they broke close to home. 

 

Mal Allen (he of Pegasus and Sprint Startline fame) won the trial in his Marlin. 

 

Many thanks to all the marshals, many of whom come out year after year, who help to make 

the trial a success. It was good to see BMC Members running four sections and helping on 

others. A number of the competitors even remarked on our friendly and 

helpful manner Carlie 

Mal Allen wins the Allen (Picture: Calvin Samuel) 



 

14 

Matthew Bennett - Porsche 911 (996) Turbo (Picture: Tony Smith)

Ady Taylor - SuperCar Saturday

(Picture: Mark Tooth)
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Porsche 911 (996) Turbo (Picture: Tony Smith) 

SuperCar Saturday 

(Picture: Mark Tooth) 
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All ages, we don’t discriminate 

Firks Family Escort 

2018 SuperCar Saturday

(Pictures: Mark Tooth)
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Dave Greenslade providing Smiles 

Andrew and Rebecca Firks 

2018 SuperCar Saturday 

(Pictures: Mark Tooth) 
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A nd surge, and… merge’ Easy. Piston engines, don’t you just love ‘em. 

 

Yep, diesel might well be the fuel of Satan and rapidly becoming a social pariah on a par with 

the Black Death, but thanks to some very clever technology - and no doubt an awful lot of 

chemistry department R&D late-night head scratching to make the greasy slop user friendly 

and actually, you know, combustible, which helps… - the torque produced by the modern 

turbo-diesel engine sure makes joining motorway traffic a doddle, even if the compression 

ignition lump skulking under the bonnet comes over all asthmatic by 5000rpm and you’re left 

stirring the gearbag for the next set of cogs to take advantage of the narrow band of boost. 

 

At least, within reason, it’s actually quite a relaxed process, as you can’t argue the torque 

produced by the turbocharger makes for easy progress at a lower rpm compared with a 

naturally aspirated petrol powered engine of similar capacity, not to mention the easy to 

achieve mpg figures that company car fleet managers heartily embrace. 

 

As a useful comparison of turbo-diesel versus naturally aspirated petrol performance, I can 

use my current daily drive and its predecessor as they have near identical performance 

statistics of 0-60mph in around 7.8 seconds with top speeds approaching 140mph. 

 

My Mazda 6 saloon has a 2.2 litre four-pot turbo-diesel engine that produces a decent 

178bhp, but with a whopping 310lb/ft of torque, which is probably around twice the amount 

of twist action of an equivalent petrol engine, and an average of around 50mpg most weeks. 

‘Tiddles’ the Mazda’s, ever-so-slightly-written-off Jaguar S-Type predecessor had a naturally 

aspirated 3 litre petrol V6 soothing out 240bhp but with only 225lb/ft of torque and around 

25mpg everywhere you went. 

 

So quite naturally, with a government led U-turn to now dump diesel and its carcinogenic 

sooty outputs as a preferred fuel, and all-electric powered vehicles still firmly within the 

‘early adopter’ timeframe for new technologies, car manufacturers have been busily bolting 

turbochargers to small capacity petrol engines in an effort to provide decent performance 

with the mpg economy to which we have all become accustomed with diesel. 

 

Which sort of works and, on paper at least, provides for petrol engines of around 1000cc 

Drive-By 



 

19 

capacity kicking out 125bhp or so, with correspondingly decent figures for torque and mpg. 

Until you actually drive one of course, and the reality of having to cane it everywhere to 

access any level of performance results in – surprise, surprise – far lower mpg figures than 

the official data. 

 

Ah, for the good old days of just using petrol and simply bolting in ever larger engines if you 

wanted increased performance. 

 

Okay, so petrol back in the day had to use an anti-knock agent to compensate for the lack of 

electronics in achieving the elimination of pre-ignition ‘pinking’ and gaining a usefully higher 

octane rating in the process, and that the chosen agent was one of the most poisonous 

substances known to mankind, Tetraethyl Lead (finally banned in the UK in 2000 after just 70 

years of use..), but at least the maths were easy and contained no surprises.   

 

Yes, you could polish and port the cylinder heads until your fingerprints and sanity were 

painfully eroded, and bolt on ever more carburettors and a larger bore exhaust system to 

obtain more power but, as our American colony has been fond of saying for decades, 

“there’s no replacement for displacement”. Want more power? Use a larger engine and 

stump up more for fuel. Simples. 

 

And from the very early days of the invention of the internal combustion engine right up to 

the era of the modern turbocharger “add more cylinders and increase the capacity” became 

the performance mantra for decades. 

 

The very early pioneer engines were constructed from the materials of the day, used splash 

lubrication to get oil somewhere near the crankshaft, thermosiphon natural flow cooling 

systems eschewing water pumps and the petrol of the day was not what you would call high 

octane. Or barely low octane come to that. Consequently, the engines were typically large 

capacity, somewhat ‘temperamental’ and operated at vastly lower rpm than any modern 

motor you may be familiar with.  

 

There are a number of famous Edwardian racing cars (cars produced between 1900 and the 

end of WW1) that were gifted with truly enormous engines in order to outperform the 

competition, and the 1910 Fiat S76 ‘Beast of Turin’ sported a 28.3 litre four pot (yes, I did 

type that correctly – four cylinders each having a swept capacity of over 7 litres!) giving 

290bhp at just 1900rpm and a top speed of over 132mph. On 1910 tyre technology – only 

for the brave or mildly insane, then… 
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Even with car engines benefitting from the impetus of massive amounts of R&D into engine 

and materials technology, primarily for aero engines, during World War 1, car engines were 

still only slowly progressing in comparison. 

 

The post-WW1 Ford Model T, arguably the car that introduced the joys of motoring to the 

world’s masses, had a three litre four cylinder engine operating at no more than 2000rpm - 

and usually much, much lower – that was reasonably robust, reliable and probably had an 

NVH (noise, vibration, harshness) that was in keeping with the ride provided by the primitive 

chassis and roads of those days. 

 

Between the World Wars, unless you were particularly wealthy, taxation on engine bore size 

(no, nor me...) meant British cars typically has small capacity, long stroke engines which 

effectively limited both rpm and horsepower and most family cars of the day did 0 – 60mph 

in, well, never actually, usually managing to wheeze their way to around 50mph in under a 

minute. If you had a good one. 

 

However, aviation of that period was the prime mover for technological advancement in 

piston engine technology and saw the introduction of supercharger forced induction as an 

effective way of increasing performance. With Europe becoming increasingly unstable in the 

1930s and the likelihood of another war with Germany gaining ground rapidly, the demands 

of military aviation really led the charge for greater aircraft engine performance. 

 

And Rolls-Royce came up trumps with the Merlin engine. A 27 litre liquid cooled, 

supercharged V12 that initially produced just over 1000bhp, and nearly 2000bhp in its later 

incarnations. Need a large engine for your next main battle tank? No problem, just remove 

the supercharger from a Merlin et voila, the Meteor engine, a 600bhp V12 and just the thing 

for moving 40 tons of heavy metal towards your enemy. 

 

Perhaps sir wants something slightly larger for decent horsepower at low level? The Rolls-

Royce Griffon engine was a 37 litre liquid cooled, supercharged V12 developed for a Royal 

Navy requirement and ultimately producing around 2,400bhp. 

 

But if you’re really looking for large capacity piston engines, then it’s our American cousins 

that really took this bull by the horns. 

 

The American military favoured air cooled engines for their reliability and lack of 

complications of a liquid cooling system with its vulnerable pipework and radiators. Now, air 
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cooled engines need access to plenty of air for cooling of the cylinders (no sh*t, Sherlock…) 

and the best format for such is the radial engine where the cylinders are arranged in a circle 

at 90 deg to a forward facing central crankshaft. 

 

Usefully, American aero engine manufacturers used the engine capacity in cubic inches in 

their engine designations, so a single row 9 cylinder Pratt & Whitney R-1340 Wasp engine 

had a capacity of 1340 cubic inches, or 22 litres everywhere else on the planet, and 

developed up to 600bhp. 

 

And in the time honoured tradition of “you want more go? Add more cylinders and increase 

the capacity”, if you bolt on another row of cylinders behind the front row and stagger them 

to make sure they also receive a decent airflow, then you create engines like the two-row, 14 

cylinder R-1830 (30 Litre) 1,200bhp Twin Wasp fitted to the famous WW2 Douglas Dakota 

transport aircraft, and the 2-row, 18 cylinder R-3350 (55 Litre) Wright Duplex-Cyclone 

engine producing 2,200bhp for your new B29 Superfortress bomber which had four of the 

little darlings bolted to it. 

 

See where this is going… Oh yes, if bigger is better and you need an awful lot of horsepower, 

then simply keep adding more rows of cylinders. Which is how the immediate post-war B36 

Peacemaker ended up with six (yes, six), 4-row, 28 cylinder R-4360 (71.5 Litre) engines, each 

generating around 3,500bhp. Somewhat surprisingly, even using six of these engines only 

provided barely adequate performance and four of the early generation jet engines were also 

later added to the B36 to help out. 

 

Thinking about it, we are still resorting to using large capacity engines today when enormous 

horsepower is required for the next supercar, with Dodge stuffing a naturally aspirated 8.3 

litre V10 into its Viper and Bugatti using an 8 litre W16 in its latest Chiron for achieving 

nearly 1,500bhp (albeit with the aid of four turbochargers). 

 

Rejoice while you can people, because I really can’t see us having as much enthusiasm for 

such a long period about electric motors. 

 

Anyhow, hope you all have a great Christmas and see you next year. 

Chris Dymock 
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Privacy Notice - New Members 

Bristol Motor Club respects your privacy and we will only use your information in the way we 

describe in this notice. When using your information, we aim to be fair and transparent, and 

to follow our obligations under UK data protection laws. Your information is used for admin-

istering club membership, activities, and competitions.  

Bristol Motor Club is the data controller for the purpose of GDPR and the Data Protection Act 

2018. Our club contact for privacy and data is our Chairman and their contact details can be 

found at http://bristolmc.org.uk/committee-officers/ 

Collecting your information 

We collect your information when you fill in a membership application form, such as the one 

opposite. You can give us your information using paper forms or online forms. The infor-

mation you give us may include your contact details (name, address, telephone number, 

email address). When you give us information about another person, such as an associate 

you should let that person know that you have given us the information. 

If you are under 18 years old, we will also ask for information from your parent or guardian. 

Using your information 

We use your information when you first apply to become a member of Bristol Motor Club 

and then to administer and renew your club membership and provide you with member ben-

efits.   

Sharing your information 

We may share your information with the Motor Sports Association as required by its General 

Regulations for governing motor sport, or if we have to comply with a legal obligation.  

Security for your information 

Your information is held securely by us. We have taken all reasonable steps, and have in 

place appropriate security measures, to protect your information.  

Your rights 

You are entitled to a copy of the information we hold about you, and to ask us to correct any 

inaccuracies. You may ask us to stop using your information, and to delete it, although by law 

we must maintain a permanent record of members. If you ask us to do this, we will not be 

able to continue our contract with you. 

You may make a complaint to the Information Commissioner.  
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Ryan Eamer and Claire Tooth won Best Bristol (Both Pictures: Calvin Samuel) 

Paul Bracey and Dave German  got up more hills than last time. 
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Need somewhere to store your competition vehicle? 

We offer a storage facility in South Gloucestershire next to the current club stores 

catering for 13 cars. Each car space is 2.45m x 4.95m.  

 

See our website: www.kingdomautostorage.co.uk 

Contact Andrew on 07916 723 648. 
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More from our 2018 Allen Classic Trial (Pictures: Calvin Samuel) 
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BMC 2019 Events Calendar 

Date Event 
Tuesday 8th January Club Night 

Saturday 12th January BTRDA Gold & Silver Star Final (Frocester) 

Friday 25th January Winter Navscatter 

Tuesday 5th February Awards Night 

Tuesday 5th March  Club Night 

Saturday 23rd March Great Western Sprint 

Tuesday 2nd April Club Night 

Tuesday 7th May Annual General Meeting and Buffet 

Saturday 11th May Llandow Sprint 

Sunday 19th May Westonzoyland AutoSOLO 

Tuesday 4th June Club Night 

Tuesday 2nd July  Club Night 

Saturday 27th July Dick Mayo Sprint 

Sunday 28th July  Family Sports Car Day 

Tuesday 6th August Club Night 

Saturday 31st August Wiscombe Hillclimb 

Sunday 1st September Wiscombe Hillclimb 

Tuesday 3rd September Club Night 

Sunday 15th September Westonzoyland AutoSOLO 

Friday 20th September  Llandow Trackday 

Tuesday 1st October Club Night 

Friday 18th October Autumn NavScatter 

Saturday 26th October SuperCar Saturday 

Tuesday 5th November Quiz Night 

Sunday 10th November Roy Fedden Sporting Car Trial  

Sunday 24th November Allen Classic Trial 

Tuesday 3rd December General Meeting and Xmas Buffet 


